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The Pacific lnstitute's Water Conflict Chronology 

The Water Conflict Chronology is the world's most comprehensive open­
source database on water-related violence. Created by the Pacific Institute in 
the 198Os, it includes instances where water and water systems have been a 
(1) trigger; (2) target or casualty; or (3) weapon of violence. The data set
extends back over 4,500 years. Each entry in the Chronology is identified with
the date, location, category (trigger, weapon, or casualty), a short description,
and a verifying citation or source. The Chronology now includes more than
1,920 cases of violence associated with water resources.
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Trends in Water Conflicts by Type, 2000-2023 

■ Weapon

■ Casualty

■ Trigger

Figure 2: The number 
of water conflict 
events from 2000 to 
2023, by "type" of 
conflict (water as a 
weapon, casualt½or 
trigger of violence) . 
All categories show 
increases. (Download 
image) 
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Subnational (intrastate) conflicts between farmers and pastoralists in Africa, 
urban and rural water users, religious groups, and family clans in 2023 (62% of 
the events) continue to far outnumber interstate events where two or more 
nations were involved (38% of the events). 
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REIMAGINING WATER FOR A CHANGING WORLD 
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