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“I’ve been here in and out of Richmond 
and North Richmond for quite a few 

years since coming originally in the sixties. I’ve 
noticed quite a change since coming back into 
this area. I think we have the most wonderful 
climate in the world, but I don’t think we have 
the most beautiful air in the world. I wake up in 
the morning now and the first thing I’m doing is 
trying to get warm water on my face to wash my 
face, trying to clear my nasal passages; my eyes 
are burning. I notice my throat, and I notice the 
frequency with which I am going back and forth 
to the medical facilities trying to get something 
because of how I feel. And there is nothing they 
can tell me other than it is allergies. Well, there is 
something wrong.

Pollution is a major problem in this area. Pollution 
is something we’re dealing with on a daily basis. 
And with all the pollution we are subjected to, 
how can you expect to put more pollution in here? 
There is no solution with more pollution. If we 
want to try to arrest some of the situations that 
are plaguing our community, then we should try to 
start off with having better air quality for ourselves 
and not worsening what we already have.
When I look out my apartment window, I’m 
looking at Chevron on a daily basis. Every time I 
look out the window, I see what looks like smoke, 
different colored smoke, coming up from those 
chimneys. I know there is stuff being released 
in the air. They said there wasn’t any harm to us 
with the stuff blowing right in our faces and our 
bedrooms and everywhere else, but I know it 
didn’t look good. Now I’m wondering what else is 

out there: we’ve got Chevron, we’ve got General 
Chemical, and I don’t have any idea what this 
industry is bringing to us. Every type of industry 
comes in here. They heap all of these plants on 
us. They invite industry, they give tax breaks and 
other types of considerations. Why should my 
people here in North Richmond suffer? 

We have enough difficulty with people that 
are coughing, gagging, and having all kinds 
of medical problems. With all the things we’re 
dealing with, now you’re talking about routing 
more trucks, more heavy diesel, trucks and 
engines, and bringing more pollution. How much 
more can our children, how much can any of us 
take? We know that we are in bad shape already. 
This is a small community we live in. We’ve taken 
everything they’ve thrown on us and look how sick 
we are. Don’t make me suffer. I want to live and 
my health is not for sale.”

REVEREND kenneth keith DAVIS
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